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Deforestation in Brazilian Amazon at record
low in November, surges in Cerrado savanna

Agence France-Presse
SAO PAULO

Deforestation in the Brazi-
lian Amazon hit a record
low for the month of No-
vember, according to fi-
gures released on Friday,
as President Luiz Inacio
Lula da Silva’s government
touted its environmental
record at the UN climate
talks.

Satellite monitoring de-
tected 201 square kilo-
metre of forest cover des-
troyed in Brazil’s share of
the world’s biggest rainfor-
est last month, a drop of
64% from November 2022,
according to data from the

-

Dipping numbers: Satellite monitoring detected a drop of 64% in

deforestation in Brazil's share of the rainforest last month. REUTERS

national space research
agency’s DETER surveil-
lance programme.

It was the lowest on re-
cord for the month since

monitoring began in 2015.
Veteran leftist Lula, who
returned to office in Janu-
ary vowing “Brazil is back”
in the climate fight after

surging deforestation un-
der far-right predecessor
Jair Bolsonaro, proudly
presented his administra-
tion’s “dramatic” progress
on curbing the destruction
of the Amazon this week at
the COP-28 climate talks in
Dubai.

Mr. Lula has vowed to
achieve zero deforestation
by 2030.

Not all

But the good news on the
rainforest — whose carbon-
absorbing trees are key in
the race to tackle climate
change — was offset by re-
cord-high deforestation for
November in the Cerrado

savanna, a biodiverse re-
gion below the Amazon
that has been hit by a re-
cent surge in clear-cutting,
mainly for farming.

There, deforestation
rose 238% from November
2022, to 572 square
kilometre.

Increased environmen-
tal policing by Mr. Lula’s
government has “drastical-
ly reduced deforestation in
the Amazon, though many
challenges remain,” said
Ana Carolina Crisostomo
of the World Wildlife
Fund’s Brazil office.

But “itis urgent to prior-
itise action in the Cerrado,”
she said.
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Stalin announces
16,000 each to all

flood-hit families

The Hindu Burean
CHENMAL

Tamil Madu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin on Saturday an-
nounced 36,000 each toall
families affected by Cy-
clome Michaung. The
amount will be distributed
through fair price shops.

The Chief Minister, who
chaired a meeting attend-
ed by his Cabinet col-
leagues, the Chief Secre-
tary, and other officials,
also increased the solati
um, to 5 lakh from ¥4
lakh, for the kin of those
who lost their lives in the
floods. Guidelines will be
issued soon for identifying
the beneficiaries, a povern-
ment official said.

An official release said a
sum of 8000, up from
5,000, would be piven to
those who need to repair
their damaged huts.

Crop loss compensation
Mr. Stalin also increased
the compensation to
7,000 from ¥3.500 per
hectare of paddy held
where damage to the crops
was more than 33%. The
compensation for the loss
of perennial crops and
trees per hectare will be
22,500, instead of
118,000, and the compen-
sation for loss of dry crops
has been increased from
7410 w T8,500 per hec-
tare. The amount for loss
of cows and buffaloes is
T37,500, up from T30,000.

M. K. Sralin

The amount for those who
have lost goats and sheep &
4,000, up from T3,000.

For fishermen, the com-
penzation for fully dam-
aped catamarans, inclod-
ing nets, will be 50,000,
instead of ¥32,000.

For partly damaged
boats, the amount has
been  increased from
TI0000 b T15,000. The
grant for fully damaged
vallam-type boats has been
increased to ¥ lakh from
75,000, Fully damaged
mechanised boats will get a
grant of 7.5 lakh, instead
of ¥5 lakh. Compensation
for damaped nets is
H5,000, up from 0,000,

The Chief Minister said
the povernment was pget-
ting milk powder, drinking
water bottles, bread, and
biscuits from various dis-
tricts. It has so far distri-
buted 58,322 kg of milk
powder; 967,000 water
bottles; 265,000 loaves of
bread, and 10,38,175 pack-
ets of biscuits.
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Low rate of disposal of
POCSO cases by fast-track
courts, finds research paper

The Hindu Burean
NEW ELHI

‘With over 2.43 lakh POCS0
cases pending trial in Fast
Track Special Courts
(FTSCs) as of January 31,
2023, a new research pap-
er by the India Child Pro-
tection Fund {ICPF) has es-
timated that each of the
over 1,000 such courts in
the country are currently
clearing just 28 cases on av-
ETARE EVETY YEear, as op-
posed to the initially envi-
sioned 165 cases per year.
The FTSCs were set up
in 2019, specifically for try-
ing cases related to sexual
offences, those under the
Protection of Children
from Sexual Offences
{(MOCS0) Act. The idea was
to allow these special
courts to deal with these
cases to fulfil the mandate
of finishing the trial in one
year. However, the re-
ol

‘Arunachal Pradesh
will take 3{ vears for
irial in all pending
POCSO cases o

cofnbe (o a close

search paper, titled “Justice
awaits: an analysis of the
efficacy of justice delivery
mechanisms in cases of
child sexual abuse in In-
dia’, estimated that under
the ourrent pendency
rates, Arunachal Pradesh
would take 30 years for
trial in all pending POCS0
cases to come o a close. Si-
milarly, it would take Delhi
27 years, Bihar 26 years,
West Bengal 25 years, Uttar
Pradesh 22 wyears, and
Meghalaya 21 years to clear
their respective backlogs in
POCS0 cases.

It also said: “Each FTSC
was expected to dispose of
4142 cases in a quarter

—

and at least 165 in a year.
The data suggests that
FTSCs are unable to
achieve the set targets even
after three years of the
launch of the scheme.”

“The scheme was sup-
posed to deliver the legal
mandate for the comple-
tion of trial of such cases
within one year and yet out
of the total 2,68,038 cases
that were under trial, only
8,909 cases resulted in
conviction,” a statement
from the ICPF said.

The Delhi-based ICPF,
which is a non-profit work-
ing against online sexual
exploitation of children,
said that this report is
based on data from Minis-
try of Law and Justice, Mi-
nistry of Women and Child
Development and National
Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB), which released
the latest crime statistics
for 2022 just last week.
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What does a special package mean for PVTGs?

Where do the Particutarly Vulnerable Tribal Gro

s live in India? What is their

on? Why is

so litthe known about them? When was the kast count done? How is the Pradhan MantriJanjati

Adivasi Nvava Maha Abhivan (PMJANMAN) scheme

~cted to benefit PVTGs?

Abhinay Lakshman

The story so far:
n December 6, the Tribal Affairs
Ministry told the Rajya Sabha that the
population of Particularly Valnerable

oﬁc:oﬁhelkgkmrcmai:nd(:um
Commissioner (ORGI). This was in
varance with the State-wise Census data

rlondedbytheuinmyma

Ministry of
Tribal
Allairs is
yel o
compile an

accurse

dataset of
the PTG

one each in Rajasthan, Trpura and Al
the four trial groups in the Andaman, and coe
i Nicobar Islands, are recognised as PVTGs. The
last available Census that counted all 75
commuities was from 2001, which put their
total mumber around 27.6 kkh.

In the Imroduction, Misra and Suresh Pazil
write that one of the reports of the Government
of India reveal that mosz2 of these were
small in mumber, had not any
significant level of social and economic progress,
and mhabited remote localmies with poce

Farliamentary
paned last year showing that bers of
meﬂmmhzm
mine States and Union Territories in the first
decade of this century.

\\homlhel'\'l’(-ﬂ
knomm as Primmative Trital the
PVTGs are defined by the government as tribal

communities that show either a declining or
stagnant population, wse of pre-agrarian
technalogy, economic backwardness, low
Imenqcn-_'lhvmhmdlobehvhgmm
of the ible areas in
dteowutyl’hﬂem'Smhcnummts
which are spread over 18 States and Union
Territaries, according to government figures. A
boak, The Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups
i dndia: Privileges and Predicaments, published
by the Anthropological Survey of Inds in 2006
and edited by K.K. Misra and others, says the
mumber of FVTUs are found in Odisha
), ollowed by Andhra Pradesh (12), Bihar and
Jharkhand (9), Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh (7), Tamil Nadu (6) and Kerala and
u;u:(Seadn The rest, the writers said, are
i Maharashtra and

Not ensugh date: mmvm who are paxd:m P-’TGgoer& land 2t
Kodarmeodh wllage, Aralkapall dalrict i Andhia Pradesh v s

ture and adr nwl,m
b ¥ “the mast valnerabk 2

What does the PMJANMAN aim to do?
The Cabinet recently approved the £24,000

Groups
Development Mission early this year that would
take hasic faclities likes roads, power, homes,
mobile coanectivity, etc. to the mast backward
Mlhsdmﬂedfrﬁu.lhnm

The first

early mk)wdmduwmwhm
Fimance Minister Nemah Stharaman

among
lhtsdltddcd'n'iau needing special attention.

set up vocational and skall centres in 60
awlmoml?\'l’(.bh:lsand ild 500 van
Dhan Vikas Kendras 10 help people trade in
forest . in addition to c 1kkh
ofﬂufmhandn&mmoﬂgﬂmr
system and bringing in solar street lights.

Out of the entire 24,000 croee allocation,
mare than 89,000 crove is to just build the
pucca boames under the PM-AWAS scheme and
lay 8,000 km of connecting raads, which will be

m mdbythebﬁmhhm

.\.ﬁmuhmymldﬂruhdn!mmnn
sdmhdw&whpumd?\mism:

small component of the PM-PVTG Mission. “The
goals are to build roads, tedecom connectivity,
water and sanitation. The monies for these
effoets will 5o into the Scheduled Tribe
Companent (STC) of these respective ministries
from where & will be aloced for the
development of these groups,” an official

ined. The Tritul Affairs Ministry's Budiet
Estimates for 2023-24 showed just ¢256.14 crore
allocated for the development of PVTGs.

What are the challenges?

Ever since the of the package
officials of the Tribal Affairs Ministry have been
making comtact with the 22,000 PVTG v

in order to understand the needs of each

them. Many of the officers were sent ca tours to
assess the villages” needs, following which a
detailed proposal was pliced before the Cabinet,
which cleared the initial estimates for the

announced that a PM-PVTG Develop
Mission would be lunched, Sor which the
Government was planning a 15,000 crore
expenditure, to be spent over a period of three
years. Officials sad the package has seena
massive contribution from the office of
President Droupadi Murmu, who took a spedal
interest in overseeing the plans.
How will it work?
The allocation deared by the Union Catanes on
November 29 for thas package stood at 824,304
crore out of which the central share would be
215,336 crore and the share for the respective
State governments would stand at £8,768 crore.
The government has said thae as for the bhunch
of the package, there were a litthe over 22,000
villages where PVTGs reside and where this will

package in
m.mundwrnmpmdsm

implement the project,

faﬂgakd\ehdofmmdln.wmhas

*udybeen the

St:n&zg E{:Sodaljlnim

nt. While the Ministry of Tribal

Affairs has said that & had started conducting

the

panel last year, which was based an the 2011
Census, the government was unable to tabulae
the papulation of PYTGs in Maharashtra,
Manipur and Rajasthan. The current is
thus going ahead with the estimate that
N’ﬂ.wmﬁmu‘mmdﬂhkhmﬂu

#,000 km of connecting roads, link all
households with piped water, set up LO0OO
mdﬂkmmmmmnw

villages, and so forth. The plan also intends to

be implemented. has not yet made any results of
However, the implementation of the mqm& mhm

programme will be done through nine this week that no Cenzsus since 851 had

ministries, which will eszsure that existi d for PVTGs seg dy and has not

schemes are taken to these PVTG-inhabited any data on ther socio-economue

villages. The targets that the government has set | indices to the House either.

fior ®sedf are to build 4.9 lakh pucca hames, lay In 2013, a National Council (NAC)

report on the state of PVTGs had recommended
that as a first, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs
should design and conduct a Census specifically
for the PVTG communities to not just enumerate
bt also find out the status of education, heakh,
and housing.
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Are crimes against women on the rise?

What do data from the National Crime Records Bureau indicate for 20227

Which are the laws that deal with womenss safety? What are the hurdles in their implementation?
What are the dallenges that stand in the way of effective justice?

Sreeparna Chakrabarey

The story so far:
be crime rate may have declined in
2022 (258.1 per hakh po) 3 !
compared to 268 per hkh population
in 2029), bu crimes against wamen
rose 4% in 2022 compared to 2021, according to
the annual repart of the Naticoal Crime Records
Bureau (NCRE) released on December 4.

What was the nature of the majority of
crimes against women?
The majarity of crimes agamst women were of
cruelty by husband or bis relitives (1.4%),
and abduction of women (19.2%),

on women with ingent to outrage her
modesty (18.7%) and rape (7.1%). Further, 13,479
cases were registered under the Doty
Prohibition Act.

thissoa

bﬁd-nDluw:l:.lnduovuﬂmhn&ww:n
has g of

v&um-hdlumm‘smmhd
m@admawme&tdmﬂu."lheteka

‘Women in
many States,
particularly
in rurad
areas, do
not viit a
police
sLation
withowt o
made
relative, bet
akone
register an
FIR

glorification of anthwomen pracoces,” she
palm.uxl According to Jayashree Velankar,
director of women's organeatian, fagori, “dowry
or bride price both connote commodity status of
women who are traded between families for

Cause India, an NGO. Women in many States,
particularly in the rural areas, would not even
visit a police staticn unaccompanied by a male
relative, Jet alone regtster an FIR for sexual
H or & H he says.
Ms. Borwankar feels that women in the
apnlmmdﬂxir@nsmdmm
stations move freely than in the
“At the same time, | am aware that
tbecqﬂnlndnmmo(mhiﬂnunm

their productive and reproductive bour. What
we need is a strong politscal will, and not mere
rhetoric, to bring m polices and programmes
thae willl focus ca creating condtions to elevate
women's status.”

What does an increase in the registration of
crimes against women indicate?

The NCRE's report reveals that over 4.45 hkh
cases of crimes against women were registered
in 2022, equivalent to nearly 51 FIRs (first
information report) every hour. The rate of
crimes agains: women per hkh population
stood at 66.4 while the filing of charge sheess in
such cases was pegged at 75.8. The high crime
rate is an indicator of the persistent “lower

status and inequality™ bc:db} wunmmdgitk.

dered safe for women especially at might~

Whatare the key laws for women’s safety?
Some of the key knws for women's safety in India
are: ﬂlehmﬂh:ﬁc(?lr\wﬁm)mﬂs&

hmnmd\\nmmﬁmlxmntvhknm
Act, mm&nnlmd\\mma
and

Y o

Idrml)m M:mi‘l’helndecem
of

Women (Prohib Act,
1986, E say that imph faces
dual & of shoddy by police
mdnnenlmb;muum

laws:eg:odmdmmmeﬂrgh s

problem & with policing,” says Ms. Jain. There is
amlﬂdwﬁqoﬁmmm

says Ms. Velanlar. “Women and
be treated as permanent shock rberncmss
class, caste and other axes. It is an outcome of
mmo(pnrﬂwnﬂzmﬂ:ui
economy era,” she says. According so Ms. Jain,
the increase in crimes against women shows the
mhﬂedln&nnmcuym&wm‘“fe
claim o be very are very
primitive.” The mahnhemtmedmdz
fact that though India has tough ks for
pumhno(mn.tluwmﬁmm
remains a challenge, she adds.

Retired IPS officer Meeran Chaddha

Borwankar strikes a note of caution. “The NCRE

H.247 cases in 2022, Delhi recorded the highest
rate of crimes against women in the country a
hikh, way above the country's avel

rate ol ﬁﬂ.mmﬂwmm?n
show that more cases are being registered in
Delhi. in contrast, in many other parts of india,
the registration of crime is low and the fear of
the police high, sys Vipal Mudgal of Common

Most of the
hmugoﬁmsnjumwﬂupoapy
scale. This hampers the actual and

of chargesheets, she points

ngdwmuuﬂ:m-ﬁdl
are the first step, the cases take four so five
years. If there is an appeal, # takes another 10-15
years. Despite fast-track cours for looking mto

mahles,dwﬁnktheymmxshw
a5 ever. Mummm&:&gm
the crime, adds Ms. Jin.

Another factor, according to Mr. Mudgal, is
that while wamen police officers are involved in
all crimes against women, their proportion in
the force is dismal and the rate of their
recrugment & very skow in all States without
exception. This also causes disproportionase
levels of warkioad oo women police personnel
leading to slower rates of change-sheeting and
canvictions. According to a response provided
by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) in the
Kajya Sabha in February 2023, the
representation of women in the police force (s
of fanwary 1, 2022) remained at 11.7% of the total
state police force. This puts undue stress on the
lnmedlwkfnrmlndngmam;!n«kmv
experts point out.
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‘Compensation should not
incentivise risk-taking’

ICMES consensus podicy statement on human challengse studics insists that pavment shoubd takae into aocount thie loss of

the Contralled Human In-
fection Studies (CHIS) -
{where participants are de-
lherately infected with dis-
ease-causing 5)

given out to CHIS partic-
|pamis, as per a survey of 15
such studies.

Amang the ¢ oo
mmrhalmsltnt
riddle the human chal
Ieng stdies, dispropor-

amoumnt-
l\g 0 inducements  for
participation tops the list.

The HMRs Bioethics
Unit, which introduced a
omsensus  policy  state-
ment an CHIS, says that
payment should take into
account the loss of wages
and the time spent and o
forts made while partic-
pating in CHIS. B it has
made akrusm ceniral to
pamticipation.

Independent monitor
J:l_: [ Eberis, Communi

=, incichenial

s, el B and efforts ouacde o

icipeaie in CHIS

kot meant to compensate forinherent risks

Rasunaalion is progartional o the Sudy dusation, the nusber of vsits requined, and the kel of
nEonvinke

BACHE stedy b parformed ina controlbed
erwirpnment withia relpthely small romber of
pRATiCipan i in @ shart ameunt o time

Ohjective: (zlord
Lisivaiiaity s OOV 0-1%
CHES was 2 phasom]

dose escalabon shucy.
EFECIAL ARRANGEMERT

= Fuman chal e g shud e ace e by
dhone o by whess the risk in participancs iy
cons deed v b vy o

B Diiris it Sogisatly Sded g
CHIS are siser welHim Rng or tresksh e

® jux per tha [CVIR' comen policy
staiement o CHIS, payment is tarloss of
s, andl U T 52t and oort made
while particizatisgin CHIS But it Baa made
altrakme ceminl i gardcpaiion

u I gereral, Incarvenkence and re e
Ui D gt Lectao s wsid bar daciding e
COmEeretion amaunt is the LS.

W rigkp LS, ihe e ey
e pacsidend bar e visiEs and
actiwitin Uhil ane acteal by

{HIS for the money, a=
long as they understand
the risks, | don't think
that’s inherently bad” jake
was paid §7,350 for the Shi-
CHIS siudy and less
o §5,000 for the Zika
n'u.d]. IDay Sooner serves
asani mamnbtor
in CHIS so participants can
reach o with their con-
cems and complaints.
“lmposing a ceiling om
COompensation does not ac-
tually protect: low-inoome
people. What protects low-
moome people (and eve-
ryone] is an informed ooo-

sure the risks of the siudy,
I‘beﬂnﬂ'lna.LHlb-:r-:ﬂ:—

they are signing up for.
Thenretically, if those two
oonditions are met, com-
pensation  could be ex-
wremely high and sl be
ethical ithough that would
raize different problems),”
=ays Jake.

comgtried

She says that
tiom for the iths
CHIS study will be under

as propeed by her and
oaheers in the August J1r1

papeT.
“We proposed that 6
Ehﬁm part because we
iFs Importan: o start

at a scale that we believe
wiukd induce someone o
engage in a “risk’ that they
otherwise would never
agree to experience,” O
Wilbur M. Chen, Professor
of Medicine at the Lnivers-
ty of Maryland School of
Medicine, Halimore, LLE.
says im an email w0 The Hin-
du. Dr. Chen has conduct-
ed human challenge stu-
dies fiar chalera,
Camprelobacter,  Shigelia,

amd entemiodgenic  Es-
cherichiin coff (ETEC) in the
last five years.

fessor  of Internatiomal
Health at the johms Hop-

FPublic Health and the prin-
cipal invest of the i
ka CRIS  saws tha the

payment is based on the
time of each visit, the mum-
ber of specimens collect-
ed, and what other studies
in thee area are paying: she

Wage-Fayment Model

7,350 [for the Shigella s
dy] mary appear like a lrge

amount of money but is
::ﬂ.‘pm‘idedi:rlber’m’h

activities that are ac-
mally completed,” darifies
Dr. Chen, who was the
principal imvestigator of
h .

study. _
“The local IRE [Institu-

whether our compensa-
tion rates are s=t at a level
of “inducemens’. We cakou-

jective set of measures and

and COWI0-E CHIS studies
(comducted by the Univer-
sty of Oufordy was paid
E1B00 amd E5 250,
respectively o
“The remmeration is
proportional io the num-
beer af study visits and the
duration s in the
rantine. it rather than
the inherem risks of the
study. Im the UK., ftisa
strict guideline that com-
pensation should not in-
centivise risk-mking beha-
wiour but should instead e
commensurate with  the
time and commEment a
panticipant mvests in the

ﬂ s Paual im an
§il Hindh.

“The  comperstion
paid o participants in a
study like the Malaria CHES
is decided based on the du-
ration of the smdy, the
oumiber of visiis i
o s e
imcomvenience. The aim is

pants for their time and ef
fiort, mot to pay for the risk
they are talking.”
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Team MRF officially crowned

European Rallv champion

Team MRF Tyres was officially crowned the 2023
European Rally champion at the FIA prize-giving
ceremony in Baku on Friday. “We are very proud

and humbled with the success so far, and a big
credit goes to the technical and development
team at MRF Tyres. We ako extend our thanks to
our drivers, co-drivers and teams who played a
vital role in the development and performance of
MRF Tyres,” said Arun Mammen, Vice-Chairman
and Managing Director of MRF Tyres, who
received the prestigious trophy.
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